
After checking my calendar, I find that I have made a previous commitment 
for the same date that you are desirous of my speaking for your annual Confer- 
ence-Luncheon. But for this, I would be more than happy to serve you. I had 
thought for a while that it would be possible to make both engagements since the 
other engagement is in the evening. But after checking plan schedules I find that 
it is absolutely impossible. Please know that I regret this very deeply. It is even 
more regretable in the light of the fact that you have taken such a personal inter- 
est in me and my family. Please feel free to call on me at any other time. 

Let me again commend you for the project you are undertaking in Clarendon 
County. Such a general store will solve many problems for the Negro community. 
More and more this type of thing will have to be done if the Negro is to stand up 
amid the economic reprisals that he is confronting in the southland. Such a proj- 
ect is both economically sound and morally praiseworthy. The good will that you 
have evinced through the great work that you are doing will long be remem- 
bered. Those of us who stand amid the midnight of injustice are able to see signs 
of the daybreak of justice and freedom because of the noble and courageous 
stands and attitudes that you are taking. 

Mrs. King sends her best regards. We are looking forward with great anticipa- 
tion to meeting you personally. Please give our regards to Kenneth and Mamie 
Clark.3 We were very sorry to hear of the passing of their dear friend. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLKb 

I Aug 
1956 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 63. 

3. Kenneth Bancroft Clark ( igq-)  married Mamie Phipps (1917-1983) in 1938. Clark, born in Ca- 
nal Zone, Panama, earned his B.A. (1935) and M.S. (1936) at Howard University and his Ph.D. (1940) 
at Columbia University. He taught psychology at City College of New York from 1941 to 1975. A board 
member of the National Committee for Rural Schools, he introduced King at its 15 December 1956 
conference. He later served as the organization’s vice president. 

To Clair M. Cook 

I August 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King accepts the annual Social Justice Award from the National Religion and Labor 
Foundation, sharing the award with Senator Herbert H .  Lehman of New York and 
Father John La Farge. Previous recipients included Thurgood Marshall, George 
Meany, Walter Reuther, and Eleanor Roosevelt. King received the award on 24 Apn’l 
1957 in New York. 333 
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Dr. Clair M. Cook, Executive Director’ 
National Religion and Labor Foundation 
3494 1/2 North High Street 
Columbus 2 ,  Ohio 

Dear Dr. Cook: 

This is just a note acknowledging receipt of your very kind letter of July 26, 
informing me that I have been selected to receive the annual award of the Na- 
tional Religion and Labor Foundation. I cannot begin to say how happy I am to 
know that I have been chosen for such an award. I will gladly accept the award 
with deep humility and profound gratitude. 

I will be looking to hear from you concerning future developments. As soon as 
the date is set, please inform me so that I can place it on my calendar. 

I am very happy to know that you are a fellow alumnus of Boston University. If 
I remember correctly, I read a portion of your dissertation on “Ethical Relativism 
in the thinking of Rheinhold Niebuhr.” 

With kindest regards. 

Yours very truly, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLkb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 67. 

I .  Clair M. Cook, born in Hartland, Minnesota, received his B.A. (1932) from Hamline University 
in St. Paul and his Th.D. (1953) from Boston University. He was ordained as a Methodist minister in 
1935 and served churches in the northeast before joining the Religion and Labor Foundation in 1954 
as associate director, becoming executive director two years later. Cook also edited EconornicJustice, 
the organization’s news bulletin. 

2. In a 27 August reply Cook informed King that “the dissertation to which you refer was not mine 
but that of Marvin Cook, who was there at the same time.” 

From E. S. Hope 

I August 1956 

The son of longtime MorehousepresidentJohn Hope sends a contribution of $roo and 
reports that newspapers in Beirut, Lebanon, where he taught at American University, 
were covering the Montgomery protest.’ 

I .  Edward Swain Hope (igoi-iggi), born in Atlanta, Georgia, earned a B.A. from Morehouse Col- 
lege, a B.S. and an M.S. from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Ph.D. from Columbia 
University. After serving as Howard University’s superintendent of building and grounds (1932- I ~ M ) ,  
Hope became the first African-American lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy. Hope joined How- 
ard University’s faculty as a professor of civil engineering in 1947. In 1951 he was appointed chairman 
of American University’s civil engineering department in Beirut. 
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